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AVING fome Depen- 
dance upon the Navy, | 
often frequent this Place, 
and walk about theCourt 

for two or three Hours together. The 
laft Time I attended here upon Bu- 
{inefs, a rugs d Sailor came up to 
me, difmember'd of his Legs and 
one Arm, and a sk’d the wi Y to the 
Chamber where the Admiralty fate, 
I directed him to the Hall. As he 
went from me, I could not but look 
after the Man, with a great deal of 
Concern. T he Sight of a Bod ly fo 
miferably fhatter'd and hack’d to 
Pices put me in Mind, tha t the ani- 
mate Bodies aét conformable to that 
pyr ase Diftinétion : For it is litte- 
rally true, that they feed only upon 
Deftruction. Whatever fervcs for the 
Support of their Life lofes its Form, 


From the Admiralty 


and changes both its State and its 
Speciee, The Vegetables deftroy 
the Conflitution and Qualities of all 
the Juices they can come at, and the 
An mals commit the fume Ravage 
upon all that ferves them for Food. 
Th y eat up one an rth re and there 
are feveral kinds of Beafts th it wor 
only to devour the Enemies they kill: 
In fome Countries Men follow the 
fame Courfe, and cvery where they 
are great Deftroyers. I do not {peak 
ot the Slaughiers ariling from Am- 
bition, Avarice or Cruelry, or from 
the other Pailions that give rife to 
War. I fpeak only of the Effects of 
the Care we take to feed our Bodies, 
Upon this Score Man is fuch a ruin- 
ing deftroying Princip! e, that if all 
other Animals confam«<d as much in 
Proportion, the Earth would not be 
able to furnifh them with Provifions. 
When we fee in the Strects and 
Markets of great Cities fuch a pro- 
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digious quantity of Herbs and Fruits, 
and an infinite number of other 
things allotted for the Food of the 

rCa- 
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Inhabitants ; would not one | 

dy to fay, there is enough for a 
; ‘ gas Dies 
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ould ic be imagind ¢ 
this Store is to be renewed cver} 
Day? Can one believe that fo f 
a flit as the Mouth of a Man, we: 
Gulph, an Abyf3, to fwallow up 
thofe Dainties tn fo fhort atime : If i 
were not for Experience, we co 
not give Credit tothe Relation. T 
Saintctr:moniana being lately pub- 
lifh’d, I met with thefe Words: * It 
* is faid, that at Pars there are four 
thoufind Cellars of Oyfters, and 
that hfteen hundred large Oxen, 
and above fixteen thoufand Sheep, 
Calves or Hogs, belides a prodigi- 
ous quantity of Poultry and wild 
Fowl, are eat there every Day. 
Then judge what may be confumd 
in thofe Countries where they cat 
more, and feed more upon Fileth. 
Now, fince fuch is the Condirion of 
Nature, that Beings are produced 
and preférved by the Deftruction of 
one another ; we may ftill carry our 
‘Thoughts a little farther, and fhew 
that the deftroying and cutting off 
one Army of Men, keeps and pre- 
ferves another. It fometimes hap- 
pens, that the reducing of one King- 
dom or State to a low Condition, 
raifes others to the height of Gran- 
dure. Experienee tells us, the Con- 
tinuance of France for many Years 
in full Vigour and Strength, greatly 
weaken’'d all the Nerves of the Po- 
tentates in Combate with her ; and 
even emptied feveral oftheir Coffers, 
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whereas now that Nation’s Downfall 
feems to promife the Rife of all rhe 
Countries engaged in War with her, 
Thefe Points are fomewhat furpriz. § 
ing, if we look no tarther than the § 
Eye of Reafon guides us; but were 
we toknow the true Caufes and Ef 
fects of Providence and Nature,per- 
haps they would not at all appear 
{trange to us. 





From my own Apartment ,Oxtob. 13. 


T‘ ‘as this Day favoured with a 
Vifit from a Perfon of Note, after 

an Eftrangement for fome time. His 
Sulinefs was to enquire, whether | 
had any PiGtures taken from the 
Life, which reprefented the Faith- 
fulnefs of a Man to his Friend. | 
told him the greateft Curiofity I had 
of that kind was in my own Cham- 
ber, and I knew it would anfwer his 
end; but it was done above one hun- 
dred Years ago. Have you no In- 
{tances (fays the Gentleman) finely 
pencil’d, of a later Date ? I told him 
there was nothing came near it, as 
being fo natural, that it had been 
admired as a fingular Rarity by ma- 
ny Painters of great Judgment. Then 
he asked me to fee it ; and I condu- 
éted him into the Room, where the 
Picture hung. Being entred, he 
faw that a long Series of Time had 
fullied the Piece, and therefore de- 
fired me to explain the Emblem. 
This ancient Picture (faid J) is the 
natura! Refemblance of a Gentle- 
man, who in a very remarkable 
manner try'd the Sincerity of his 
Fricnd 
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Friend (a Pricft) whom the World 
accounted Coverous. One Day fee- 
ing him tell over a great heap of 
Gold, and Knowing he tad former- 
ly exprefs’d'a particular Efteem for 
his Perfon, he gave out that he had 
loft his kitate by a Storm at Sea; 
and fome time after laid a Plotto 
try his Fidelity. He drefs'd him- 
{elf ina mean Habit, and feemed 
pentive, rctiring into his Chamber ; 
where feveral People came to de- 
mand great Sums of Money of him, 
threatening that if they were not 
fpeedily fatisfied, they would feize 
on his Perfon. Upon this , the Gen- 
tleman reprefented his Cafe to the 
Pricit, defiring him to lend him four 
thoufand Crowns. The Prieft, with- 
out any manner of Helitation,” told 
him the Sum was ready upon De- 
mand; afluring him withal, that any 
whom he ever looked upon as a 
Friend fhould always be by him ac- 
counted fo, till a juft Reafon had 
fhewed the contrary. Having en- 
ded the Explication of the Piéture, 
the Gentleman faid, that Embiems 
thus drawn and explained, have a 
Congruity of the Moral to the Line 
of Practice, and to the Image of 
Truth ; which had fuggefted to him 
abundance of Inftruction, and might 
be of ufe to fuch as have a Mind to 
know who bears a real Efteem for 
them, and will continue faithful in 
the Day of Diftrefs. 





From my Library, OStober 14. 


W'! {EN L have no diverting Sub 
St of my Own, more than 


what is common; I go into Com? 
pany, and enquire whether they 
know of any Adventure cither at the 
Court or in the City, that may be of 
Service to me for the Entertainment 
of the Publick ; and being this Day 
at a lofi for Matter to fill up part of 
a Paper, I went tothe other end of 
the Town, where I heard of a Lady 
who fell paflionately in Love with 
a beautiful Gentleman, and by Pre. 
fents engaged an old Man of her 
Acquaintance to carry on the In- 
trigue. After making feveral Re- 
prefentations of the Difficulty of the 
Enterprize, he told her, that at fuch 
an Hour fhe would find the Gentle- 
man in a private Apartment, which 
he named to her, where it behoved 
her to enter foftly, and without a 
Light. The wanton Woman being 
tranfported with the moft violent 
Sallies of Love, went to the Place 
appointed ; but fo ftrange a Scene 
as fhe there met with is fcarce to be 
parallell’d : For when fhe came to 
the Bed fide. inftead of that finifh’d 
Image of Beauty, that her Fancy 
was fo full of, fhe found nothing 
bur the Deformities of Corruption. 
There lay a dead Corps, at the fight 
of which fhe feream’d out, and beg’d 
to be releasd from the State of 
Death. In a fhort time after the 
Gentleman fell into a lingering Di- 
ftemper, which mightily fhatterd 
his Beauty and Strength. Then he 
fhewed an Inclination to marry the 
Lady ; who agreed to it, but fhe 
found no great Favour that fhe had 
obtained, by reafon of his Averfion: 
to her, on Account of hg former 
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was giving way to the Converfation 
of Men, which brought upon her all 
thofe {unruly Pasilions; but that a 
fteady and euitere | Life had reduced 
her to fuch a Strate of Chaltiry, that 
fhe only look’'d upon Beauty as an 
Image not worth. Notice, and that 
Love may ealily be drove out of our 
Ideas, if we would our felves. She 
obferves very handfomly, that amo- 
rous Odes are great Corruptors of 
young Vi ingins, and carry them in 
Purfuit of Shadows. The Shadows 
fhe {peaks are thofe of Love, 
which fhe tells you are nothing but 
1 Figure of fomething that is not. 
Te wei well if Parents would let 
thir Children look over fuch Leflons, 
and if they themfelves would put 
the Conrents in Prattice. I fear fome 
People far advanced in Years prefer 
the Converfation of the Youthful 
before the Grave and the Serious. 
Methinks nothing makes an elderly 
Perfon appear more mean, than a 
loofe way of arguing on the unbe- 
coming Subject of Amours. 





: intermix'd with 


nd a little An- 


t] Wrirer 


Te » ana 
eafily pardon 1 blifhing of them, 
but he takes 1 heinoufly, that I, 
who conceal the | lace of my Abode, 
fhould fet up for an Author, th: ugh 
perhaps I may b “¢ obler o ra Tin- 
ker. He looks upon it as a dange- 
rous Confequence for me to break 
loofe fr im Ord ry with) a lraw my felf ; 
from the lawful Authority of my 
Superiours, and fer forth in Great 
Britain a P aper independent of all 
others. I allow thefe Prejudices are 
in no wife favourable to me; and 
yetiny Paper fells in London, and 
finds many that approve of it both 
at Court and in the C ountry 5 but I 
do not pretend to affirm with what 
Defign they do it: Fi r one while I 
compofe filly Love-L ters, and ano- 
ther while write wretched Rallery ; . 
there is nothing in my Works, that 

either flatters, or touches upon the 
Affairs of Stace. 


{ 





